The First Greek Conference on History and Philosophy of Mathematics—Theme: History and Philosophy of Ancient Greek Mathematics Athens, March 2–4, 1989 by Kastanis, Nikos
HM 17 MEETINGS 65 
The First Greek Conference on History and Philosophy of 
Mathematics-Theme: History and Philosophy of Ancient 
Greek Mathematics 
Athens, March 2-4, 1989 
By Nikos Kastanis 
Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, Department of Mathematics, Faculty of Sciences, 
Thessaloniki 540 06, Greece 
DEDICATED TO THE 2200TH ANNIVERSARY OF ARCHIMEDES’S DEATH 
The conference was organized and run by the Interdisciplinary Group, the 
Group for the History of Mathematics, and the Greek Mathematical Society. 
Speakers, with titles of their presentations, were: 
1. G. Oreopoulos: E. S. Stamatis’ Work within the Context of Modern Greek 
Historiography of Ancient Greek Mathematics 
2. E. Papadopetrakis: The Relation Between “Signifiant-SignifiC” in Ancient 
Greek Mathematical Discourse (The Appearance of the First Symbols 
for Variables) 
3. P. Rokkos: The Indirect Method as Proving Procedure: Remarks on the 
Method of Historical Research on Ancient Greek Mathematics 
4. E. Nikolaidis: The Renaissance of Ancient Mathematics in Greece during 
the 18th Century 
5. M. Kartsonakis: The Astronomical Models of Ancient Greeks and their 
Influence on Copernicus 
6. N. Kastanis and T. Tokmakidis: The Historical Legacy of Euclid’s Ele- 
ments for the Humanities 
7. E. Giannakopoulos: The History of Mathematics as a Teaching Tool 
8. N. Kastanis and Y. Thomaidis: The Term “Geometrical Algebra,” Target 
of a Modern Epistemological Debate 
9. N. Kafoussias: Euclid and Archimedes: The Teacher and the Researcher 
10. C. Phili: From the Logic of the Inequalities to the Algebra of Inequalities: 
Archimedes and Lagrange 
11. Y. Christianidis: Ap6lpr)wcjl %OL&W(+LS: A Lost Method of Diophantus? 
12. M. Lambrou: The “Cattle Problem” of Archimedes 
13. S. Negrepontis: Archimedes and the Integral Calculus 
14. K. Philippidis: The Philosophy of Euclid’s Elements 
15. G. Papagounos: Aristotle’s Certainty: The Foundation Problem 
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16. D. Anapolitanos: The Turtle and the Superman: Philosophical Evaluation 
of Zeno’s Paradoxes 
17. A. Demis: The Concept of Number in Plotinus 
18. G. Roussopoulos: Axiomatization and Legitimation: The Case of Euclid’s 
Elements 
19. V. Kalfas: Problems of Method in Ancient Greek Astronomy 
20. V. Karasmanis: Wherein lies the Heuristic Efficiency of the Geometrical 
Method for Analysis and Synthesis? 
21. C. Strantzalos: Problems Concerning Ancient Greek Mathematics and its 
Modern Extrapolations 
Memorial Days in Honour of Angelo Genocchi 
Turin, Italy, May 12-13, 1989 
By Livia Giacardi 
Dipartimento di Matematica, Universitci, Via Carlo Alberto, 10 Torino, Italy 
The Department of Turin University and the P.RI.ST.EM. (Progetto ricerche 
storiche e metodologiche) jointly supported the meeting “Memorial Days in Ho- 
nour of Angelo Genocchi. ” 
Angelo Genocchi (Piacenza, 5 March 1817-Torino, 7 March 1889) was a signifi- 
cant figure in the Italian and European panorama of the second half of the 19th 
century because of his numerous and important contacts with the greatest con- 
temporary mathematicians. Genocchi corresponded actively with the Italians Bel- 
lavitis, Beltrami, Betti, Boncompagni, Casorati, Peano as well as with Chasles, 
Darboux, Hermite, Hoiiel, Kronecker, and Weierstrass. 
The main objective of the meeting was to give a historico-critical evaluation of 
Genocchi’s contributions to analysis, geometry, number theory, and the history of 
medieval mathematics, in view of the unpublished documents (letters and manu- 
scripts) preserved in the “Passerini Landi” library of Piacenza. 
The proceedings of the meeting as well as the catalogue of the above correspon- 
dence and manuscripts are in print. 
The following lectures were delivered: 
ALBERT0 CONTE (Torino): Angelo Genocchi e le istituzioni torinesi 
CARLO VIOLA (Pi&: Alcuni aspetti dell’opera di Angelo Genocchi riguor- 
danti la teoria dei numeri 
UMBERTO BOTTAZZINI (Bologna): Angelo Genocchi: da1 calcolo sublime 
all’ analisi matematica 
